5. Build on the agenda of civil society, locally and nationally
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Scouting does not exist in isolation: it is one of the institutions that makes up civil society.
Scouting therefore is influenced by events and decisions made locally, nationally and
internationally. It is important that Scouting at all levels is aware of this and can benefit from the
external trends and decisions.

Example 1: Ireland

Following over 20 years of conflict between the two
communities in Ireland, the need to reduce the segregation
and build bridges across the communities was recognised by
many groups. Money was made available for cross-border
and cross-community initiatives and Scouting was able to
benefit from these grants to bring young people together for
activities. The funding offered new possibilities for Scout
Groups on both sides of the border and was a key element in
the development of the programme. It is important to build on
the agenda of civil society and take advantage of the political agenda and the opportunities that
arise.

Example 2: Saudi Arabia

After the events in New York on 9 September 2001, Saudi
Arabia was aware of its negative image in the west and was
concerned with the negative images of their country and Islam
generally. The Saudi Scouts have worked to challenge this
image and develop intercultural learning between Saudi
Scouts, Scouts worldwide and their communities. At their key
2006 event, King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz, called on Scouts
around the world to become 'messengers of peace'.

The need to break down stereotypical images has been recognized by leaders in many
organisation and countries around the world. Scouting brought young people together to
celebrate their own culture and learn about other cultures. Apart from the normal activities in the
camp, Scouts took part in a series of workshops organized by the Saudi Centre for National
Dialogue. The Centre - a brainchild of King Abdullah - is tasked with involving ordinary people
throughout the country in discussion to find the way forward for the future. Together, the
participants - men and women - discuss issues such as the rights of women, preventing militant
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