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This page contains background information on the six projects represented at the event. Click on
the title of the country to access the description in the Gifts for Peace project database.

El Salvador
Scouting in El Salvador responded to the gang culture which had developed in their country by
organising camps for gang members to offer these young people another way to live their lives.
By using the Scout Method and providing positive role models in older Scouts, the young people
were encouraged to form 'Solidarity Brigades' and build on the positive values experienced in
Scouting.

Hong Kong
In Hong Kong, young people aged 14-20 who commit crime can be sent to detention centres. The
key purpose of these centres is to rehabilitate these young people and help them to develop skills
so that they turn away from a life of crime. Scouting is recognised in Hong Kong as an
organization that offers positive character development. Scout Groups have been present in two
of the Detention Centres for many years and there are very positive results as none of the Scouts
have re-offended.

Ireland
Ireland has been a very divided community for many years, which led to around 30 years of
conflict, mostly in the north of the island, from the late 1960s to 2000. Young people have grown
up in divided communities and this formed very negative stereotypes in the minds of young
people on both sides of the border and in the different religious communities. Scouting has been
active throughout the conflict in breaking down these barriers and there is now a cross-community
project to help young people learn more about their own culture and other people's culture so that
they can begin to live together in harmony.

Saudi Arabia
After the events in the USA on September 11 2001, Saudi Arabia recognized that there is a very
negative image of their country in many parts of the world. The King of Saudi Arabia recognized
the important role that Scouting world-wide can play in helping to develop a culture of peace and
called on all Scouting to become 'messengers of peace'. To support this an intercultural event for
Scouts from all around the world was held in Saudi Arabia in 2006.
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